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Our interests are combined, and our interests
are now making a significant effort.

And so on behalf of the United States of
America, we say, God bless you. And to the
Tanzanian Government we say, thank you for
your efficient and hard work. And so it’s been
an honor to be with you. Asante.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:52 a.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Aziz Msuya, district med-
ical officer, Meru District Hospital; and Minister
of Health and Social Welfare David Homeli
Mwakyusa of Tanzania.

Letter to President Fatmir Sejdiu of
Kosovo Recognizing Kosovo as an
Independent and Sovereign State

February 18, 2008

His Excellency
Fatmir Sejdiu
President of Kosovo
Pristina

Dear Mr. President:

On behalf of the American people, I here-
by recognize Kosovo as an independent and
sovereign state. I congratulate you and
Kosovo’s citizens for having taken this impor-
tant step in your democratic and national de-
velopment.

On this historic occasion, I note the deep
and sincere bonds of friendship that unite
our people. This friendship, cemented dur-
ing Kosovo’s darkest hours of tragedy, has
grown stronger in the 9 years since war in
Kosovo ended. Kosovo has since worked to
rebuild its war-shattered society, establish
democratic institutions, hold successful elec-
tions for a new government, and foster pros-
perity. As an independent state, Kosovo now
assumes responsibility for its destiny. As in
the past, the United States will be your part-
ner and your friend.

In your request to establish diplomatic re-
lations with the United States, you expressed
Kosovo’s desire to attain the highest stand-
ards of democracy and freedom. I fully wel-
come this sentiment. In particular, I support
your embrace of multi-ethnicity as a prin-
ciple of good governance and your commit-
ment to developing accountable institutions
in which all citizens are equal under the law.
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I also note that, in its declaration of inde-
pendence, Kosovo has willingly assumed the
responsibilities assigned to it under the
Ahtisaari Plan. The United States welcomes
this unconditional commitment to carry out
these responsibilities and Kosovo’s willing-
ness to cooperate fully with the international
community during the period of international
supervision to which you have agreed. The
United States relies upon Kosovo’s assur-
ances that it considers itself legally bound to
comply with the provisions in Kosovo’s Dec-
laration of Independence. I am convinced
that full and prompt adoption of the meas-
ures proposed by U.N. Special Envoy
Ahtisaari will bring Kosovo closer to fulfilling
its Euro-Atlantic aspirations.

On the basis of these assurances from the
Government of Kosovo, I am pleased to ac-
cept your request that our two countries es-
tablish diplomatic relations. The United
States would welcome the establishment by
Kosovo of diplomatic representation in the
United States and plans to do likewise in
Kosovo.

As Kosovo opens a new chapter in its his-
tory as an independent state, I look forward
to the deepening and strengthening of our
special friendship.

Sincerely,
George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this letter.

Remarks on Kosovo and an Exchange
With Reporters in Dar es Salaam

February 19, 2008

The President. Good morning. Sunday,
the people of Kosovo declared their inde-
pendence. They have asked the United States
for diplomatic recognition, and yesterday the
United States formally recognized Kosovo as
a sovereign and independent nation.

In it's Declaration of Independence,
Kosovo committed itself to the highest stand-
ards of democracy, including freedom and
tolerance and justice for citizens of all ethnic
backgrounds. These are principles that honor
human dignity; they are values America looks
for in a friend. And soon we will establish



